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The week I spent at IPSC was a significant experience in my life. This year's theme was "A great
leader can change the world in an instant." Through this theme, I was deeply prompted to reflect on
what leadership truly means. At first, I had planned to talk about my experiences as a class
representative during my school years. However, after experiencing the Noto Peninsula earthquake
on January 1st while writing my speech, my thought had changed. This experience led me to change

my previous drafts completely from scratch.

Japan is often referred to as a disaster-prone country, and since childhood, we have continuously
learned how to prepare for such disasters. It is impossible to completely prevent disasters. As a
Japanese proverb goes, "Disasters strike when you least expect them," disasters are a recurring
challenge we must face. For this reason, the importance of leadership during such times is especially
high. In times of disaster, it is easy for us to think, "What others will do for us?" However, I strongly
believe that in order to bring out effective leadership, we must have the mindset and focus on "What

can we do?" rather than leaving things to others. Education is essential for such leadership.

I believe that everyone has the potential to be a leader. However, in order to bring out them, the
right knowledge and experience are necessary. In my speech, I highlighted the importance of
rethinking leadership through examples such as my geography assignment from high school and the
miraculous survival stories of elementary school children from Kamaishi. When considering
leadership, many tend to focus on becoming a good leader themselves. However, what is even more

important is thinking about how everyone can become a good leader.

At the IPSC finals in London, there were not only speech contests but also workshops to improve
speech skills and sightseeing opportunities, which allowed me to gain invaluable experiences.
During the training, [ practiced delivering speeches with emotion and trained my impromptu speech
skills. Although I had thought that I am good at making a speech, I was surprised by the high level
of the other participants and realized lacked technical skills. Through this experience, [ became even

more determined to refine myself and deepen my learning.

This experience was extremely valuable and meaningful for me. Meeting participants who gathered
from all around the world came from diverse backgrounds had broadened my perspective and

strengthened my desire to continue learning.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the judges of the national preliminaries,
Ambassador Numata, Ambassador Matsunaga, and everyone at ESU] who provided guidance, as
well as to the teachers at the UK headquarters. I am truly honored to have had the opportunity to

participate in this event.



